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was raised in opposition, and his moderating counsel
was disregarded.

On Thursday the 23rd of July the Austro-Hun-
garian Government presented its ultimatum to
Belgrade. To all the world, except the Teutonic
Powers, it came as a veritable thunderbolt. Austria,
in fact, asked not for Serbia's co-operation in punish-
ing the assassins, but for her degradation to the
position of a vassal state. She had chosen her
moment cunningly. While a reply was pending,
each capital of the Entente was in the throes of a
domestic crisis, and had little leisure to grapple with
the new peril in the East. Petrograd was paralyzed
by a huge strike, and had barricades in her streets.
Paris was in the midst of the trial of Madame
Caillaux for the murder of M. Calmette. In Britain
the Buckingham Palace Conference on the Ulster
question broke down on the 24th, and to many
people there seemed no way out of the tangle but
civil war.

Faced with this crisis, Serbia appealed to Russia,
and, following her counsel, went to the extreme limit
of complaisance, accepting substantially all the
Austrian demands with two reservations, on which
she asked for a reference to the Hague Tribunal.
But, in truth, the Note was in the nature of a rhetorical
question ; it did not expect an answer. Had Serbia
yielded on every point, another Note would no doubt
have followed in still more exorbitant terms, for
Austria was determined to pick a quarrel. At a
quarter to six on the Saturday evening, M. Pasitch,
the Serbian Prime Minister, delivered the answer
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